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The heart and future of the community 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

For the children and staff at school, December is often a 

highlight of the year and I’m sure you would agree, we  

always celebrate the festive season in style! 

Sometimes it can appear that these final few weeks are a 

mass of concert rehearsal, card making and pantomime 

watching. However, the quality and quantity of work that 

your children continue to do across December is  

astounding. 

This Autumn term has been a great one for Sandal Magna 

and as we welcome 2019 after the holidays, the children 

are in for yet more interesting, stimulating and exciting 

events and activities. 

Thank you for your ongoing support.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Mr Elliott - Head of School 

Attendance 

Attendance so far this year 

School attendance so far this year is 

 

School Attendance Matters 

Class Percentage Position 

Reception 93.9%  

Year 1 97.6% 1st 

Year 2 94.5%  

Year 3 94.9% 3rd 

Year 4 94.2%  

Year 5 94.8%  

Year 6 96.7% 2nd 

Dates for the Diary 

Mon 7th Jan - SCHOOL CLOSED (INSET Day) 

Tues 8th Jan - SCHOOL OPENS at 8.55am 

Wed 9th Jan - Young Voices evening performance  

Mon 14th Jan - Attendance incentive starts (3 weeks) 

Thurs 17th Jan - Year 3/4 Anglo Saxon Workshop 

Wed 23rd Jan - Y5/6 Netball event at KHS 

Fri 1st Feb - Attendance reward - Magic Show! 

Wed 13th Feb - Y5/6 Tag Rugby at Sandal Castle 

Fri 15th Feb - SCHOOL CLOSES at 3/3.10pm 

Staffing - update 

As you will be aware by now, Sandal 

Magna has to say a sad goodbye to 

Mrs Clifton (formally Mrs Placchino) 

after more than 30 years at our 

school. She most certainly will be 

missed by all the staff and children 

but we wish her a happy and restful retirement. 

We also have to say a temporary goodbye to Miss 

Grindle (but only for six weeks!). As part of her 

teacher training she has to teach in a different 

setting, so will spend next half term at St Michael’s, 

Flanshaw. Good luck on your placement Miss G, 

you’ll be great! 



 

Christmas Wonder 

Sandal Magna really knows how to 

pack the festive period with events. We have 

lit the tree on Agbrigg Road followed by  

carols in the community centre, a group of 

children sang for the residents of Broxborne 

House, as part of their enterprise topic Years 

5 and 6 have had a Christmas Fair,  Christmas 

concerts from all the key stages, four  

Christmas parties, Christmas lunch and a 

Christmas raffle! The children and staff really 

love this time of year and I’m sure you can 

see why. 

 

 

Year 5 have had a fantastic December and are well worthy 

winners of the class of the month. As part of their  

Enterprise topic, the children worked in groups over several weeks and designed and  

manufactured goods to sell at the fair. They did a terrific job and made a profit! They are also part 

of a reading project this year. Mrs Ward-Fox marked the last assessments completed by the class 

and was stunned by the amazing progress that everyone has made. You fully deserved your 

Christmas party this week—keep it up, we’re ever so proud of you! 

Christmas Walk to School 

What a way to come to school it 

was! On Friday 14th December, as 

in previous years, lots of children 

and parents met the staff outside 

of the Community Centre to sing some festive songs  

before walking back to school. This year was an extra 

special treat as we were joined by brass quartet. They 

played brilliantly and everyone fully enjoyed it. Thank you 

to Mrs Sketchley and Mrs Shepherd for organising it.  

School Website / School Twitter 

We are incredibly excited to relaunch our updated 

school website at www.sandalmagna.co.uk. There 

are new photos, page colours, fonts and front page 

menu. Please log on and have a look for  

yourselves. To add to our website and contact with 

parents, we are now on Twitter! On the front 

home page we have a school account and now 

each class has their own on their class pages. You 

can either follow us via the school website or from 

Twitter directly. The school account is 

@SandalMagnaCA and the class accounts are 

@Y1SandallMagnaCA, @Y2SandalMagnaCA etc. 

Designated Safeguarding Leaders 

Senior DSL - Mrs Sennett 

Deputy DSLs - Mr Elliott, Mrs Rashid, Mrs Shepherd, Miss Abernethy 


